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' ABSTRA@T
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' This ‘report presente ® etudy conducted in the Spring, 1975,
- The eubﬂects for the sur@ey yere practicing elementary and
eecendaryMeI schoel medis specialists (sMsse) employed in B
achccl dﬂstricte thr@ughout the sontheqstern Uniteﬂ States-;
"The purpcse cr the study wags to elicit the judgments of -
SMSe, via written questi@nnaires, t@ determine what nedia-educ- - .
ation courses -SMSs believed to be m@st helpfnl For Providing :
thcee ‘skills and competencies necengany for SMSs to manage and
maintain their school media prcgrame, activities and services. )
The report prenente.a description of, the procedures used
throughout the study, comparative data 18 presented for. analy~
zing SMSs! perceptions Hithlﬁ a state and between and among states. “"”
' Twenty~-one selected medie-related courses (iteme) were uaed ° .
, on the questionnaire for eliciting SMSs' judgments. The five <;~“.
courses that received the largest nnmber of scorings were: D8

1) Audiovlsual Medis; 2) Preparation ef Instructional Materials'

a

3) Literature for Children; h) Folklore and’ Storytelling; and o

o, »
. -
] “ o

- .8) Administration of Media Programs.

-

e Both elementary and secondary SMSs perceived these S course
items as "most impcrtant" However, eecondary div1sion SMSs
seored. an 'additional 6»courses as "most important"
<, Five majcr cetegcries of ftnctioning for SMSs were selected : v \

d and described. The results of the study indicated SMSs scored -

" selecting and evaluatdLgLresourees category highest. Planning

and implementing instruction category<received the- lowest_nums
' . | e

ter of scores.




<m:kera of graduate level med

' attqptions,
; _The”majci conclusions pres

S 1 There 3eems t@«be are
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ddeation progréms and pergons
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st dccade, a new profeaeional role has emerged ,

| Introduction \
During the
' within the peds ogigsl ranks in shis” nstionts schoolst. the
- role of the scho{ 1 zadis specialist (SMS). 'I‘hi; hybirdﬁ i;o;n
and its reanltin‘}‘ ﬂunctions has posited mpre questiona thnn
" the problems 1t “‘ 8 presumed to solve. Some of tha quest.ions
that have been dii cted at t.his speciality are* : ,

» What are the, “‘“ rceptions held by practicing S!Bs as t@

~ the reIative , ort.ance of courses offered by gxfaduate

\ L] o .
®

:I.evel media-edu.‘ ation programs?
* Do the cert.ific% tions requirements of 1ndividual ata'cea

directly afﬁ,fgct ‘;‘the Sr'Ss' perceptions of 'course pre-g v

farencea. _
‘% Tn-tetms of cour e content, what are the’ judgmeubs
' of&ﬁsaas they dquate-théory with practice? :
| * what competencies| and skills do Sms percoive as

- host functiona“]. and approlﬁriate? |

~.*;\ What lre the dist nguishing characteristics or features
:?that should be con idered 1n planning and dé'veloping '
future graduate level media&edqcation curricula?

| In ln attempt to i vestigate thesc questions, the :lnvdsty.-

: g tors eonducted a suryey on SMSs employed in selected achool -

4

1

digtricts throughout 5 aoutheastem~tlnited States (Alabaml,
F’Lrida, Georgia, M:Lssissippi,, and Tenneasee). -

’-hL‘rpose of the study | e /';" .
| \ﬁem‘vay was condu ed durinﬁ(he’s;prine, 1975. pn -

~'eff

was made to qlic the judgments of school_ medls

S
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| apccielicts na to what' thoy perceive as appropriate courses

thaﬂ(uill assist thon to function more adoquatcly in’ manazinz
 and maintoining achocl medi.a contere. '
Procoduros - 3 SR e

‘rhc population, from whn.ch the comple solect’ion was mode,

vora school medis specialists employed in both elementary '

and secondary div;.eiqna. A questionnaire for aasesaing the "
- _u perceived educationgl needs of practicine S}Ss was conatructcd
and mai.led to h95 Sbﬁs within the geographical boundaries as “
deﬁned above. The qnestionnajre (APPENDIX I) was constructcd

. ) from course titles lioted in/20 current editions of catologs of

pggfecciona]. media-education programs. M 20 of the programs .
N

| selepted for the etudy are cm'rcntly accredited by the Amer:!.can ,
, Library Aeaociation (ALA). The*AI.A accredited schools were

- syatematically selected from every second program lieted in
. the D ctog of ATA accrédited library-educati.on achools.' '

Thil selection was continued untdl 20 programc had been e

1

chooson. e , i
The courses of each of 'the 20 sdlecﬁed school media programs

2

were reviewed and each time a course title (:ltem) or & similar

couroe descriptibn was presented, a tally mark was indicatad be-

cide the itcm. !11 itlns receiviﬁg 6 or more tally marks were /

1nc1uded in the atum. Tw?y)-one 'l.tems were selected for in-

-

clueion on-the questicnnai ‘00 o - “. .

The cchool districts ccntacted to ass::,st in this study wer?
, , o

»

v
© ° .




eelected from the Directory of Public Elenentag and Secondagx

Schoole in Selected Dietricte% The eelection of eample school
districte waa etratified ‘oy regions uithin state éand by pop- i
ulltion census datl. The census rangec for site eelect'lon

are delineated on TABIE I. Also,gthis Thblc lists data bss._the
mmber of queetionnairee mniled out and subsequently returned
“ by responding S¥Sme -
I

. gADIE T APFROKTMATELY HERE ~  °

--.-----h---p-
\

As indicated,, h95 questionnaires were mailed out to elementary
ond secondary divieion SMSs. The SHSs vere asked to check those
items which they bvelieved to be appropriate :L’or meetinz their - ©/

' ongoing professional needs. There were no pre-establiehed ‘stane= / /

-

o q,arde for acceptebility; therefore, the type of eub;]ect:l.ve eco;f-

2

ing by SHSe was not evaluated and interpreted by any criteria .
based on correctness, gradatfons of quality or "best" aneée. (

, The S¥Ss were not requested to limit their cho‘.lcee to any

| minimum or maximum number of ltems nor- priori.tize/the itenms .
according to any pereonal- or profeaeional-oriented preferoncee. - "\
School nedia speciglists were free of any :corced nmnber of '
choices and were not required to qi-der oY rank the 1toms. o
wo-hnndred-and-tmnty-aix (326) of the original L95 SMSs _ .

surveyed returned queetionnaireeg however, only'197 vere sufficle

R .ently complcted and could be used in thé: studye Of these 197 4 /.

usesble qnestionnairea, 123 were completed by Sbse employed
in the elenxentary division while the re_mnining 7l were from the . . ,‘
. . - 1] ’ )

secondsry division. - N v S L |
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The above responses uere obtlined throu the construction of
» frame or s conplete listing of a1l echool z&ietriete within the
5-etnte area. The frame waa further delineated by states snd by

. the 6 pre-establiehed rangea oi‘ populatien ror metropolitan
‘ areee as logisticslly defined on TABLE I, Through the use of s -

randon-number tnble, a syetematie randem sample was assigned for

each of the sbove rangess ' 0

~ Range 2, every Brd alstrict . - o
" Range 3, every lth district I

. Renge b, ‘every 6th district

s Range'S, every Bth distriet

" 4

Range 6, every 12th district

As a reeult of this stratified cite eelection prz@d 10 school

. elemen’ tary and eecondary school media specialiste employed within v

o

executives, of major public school districta, were’ contacted from
each of the 6 ranges (N = 60), The purposes of the survey were

etated and permission wae”asked to conduct a survey ‘with tho

their respective districts. In addition to @ requeet for pemieeion'

to centact, a subsequent re_queat wag made f@r forwarding identi- )
fying inf@rmation--name zmd addressee-—-@n exieting s’cheol
media centers within the dietrict. | |

Twenty-nine executives replied positively with the requested
. o : Q o L - L
information, and within the established timeline, The following .
. " .8 . .

1ists the reds'pet;ding districts by the numbes r'espo,nding.' within a .

range: . . ] " o . /

Range 1; every 2nd distri@t : L | .




Range 1.......;;,;!3

 Range 2eeisececeed

nange) Bevesdeenndd - .

Range h..........? '

Range 5...»......._6}
| Range 6.,.......é_g

By way or the personmel liste, eupplied by the 29 echool dietrict
exeeutivee, avery 5th schoo). was mailed a quest.ionnaire 3 addreeeed

te the. echeol'e media epeeialiet.

The deta, received on the queetionnairee, were collected and
prepared for enalyeie by lieting each of the 21 items ranked
accordinz to frequeney of responses as. indicated on TABLE 11«

TA‘BLE II APPROXIMATELY HERE.

7-&--- —e----- - o oo

\ -

'me rew scores were reorganized into a framework for more
effective end preeieien enalireie. Frequency distributiens by
eehool divieion and by ef.atea are preeented on TABLES III and)

;o\_. .

Wwe . . . ‘
------ a-----‘h*.

TABIE. m, Amoxmmm HERE - N
" TABIE IV APPROXIMATELY HERE .

-v-----h----h----

b
) A

‘The egzregate scores (total resporises for all course iteﬁ)
received from reepending eh@el media epecieliets employed In

14

Alobana schobl dietriete were cfreater than from, reepondente
4]
fron the other (\ our statee. 'l‘he 1esser number of eeeree were

recewed Lron reeppndi.ng Slﬁe from Geergia.(Ne - 607 end h07

o reepeetfully) X g

Z . \




‘l‘he range of variabﬂity for scores u 200, . Also, TABIE -

IV ranks each stato in terms of tho mmber and percentage of

1

total respohsea. '_ SN ‘ e

The highest poaaible score ah ;Ltm cou].d rel:eive is 197: -

, _Athat ds, the: to’bil nusber of rospondenta acoring an 11;0!!. The
-1tn directed toward uudiovisual ‘medis received a point on each

) ‘of the 197 questionmirea. Again, this waa the highest. The

lowest score 1s 37. “The extumal range of scorea 48 160,

Tho 21 :usema wgre ranked according to the nunarical dota.
= aatabnahed by the frequency of re}ponsea. This was done 1n

)

order to: ' -.,‘ .- LT .

* determ:lne the rolativ’e posi:l;ion of an 1tem iﬂ s Berioz or
~ ltems g

*. 1nd1ca the positi.on of each item ,

* provide 2 muna f.or grouping 1tams\1nto a mmber of
deiired sectiona. ' |

‘l‘ho folloving 13 items raéeived scores 1n exceaau of 100 po.tnts .“

gmRs. sconE
Audiovianal Media " ‘ v ,

Preparation of Instructionul Materials o 179 |

Hltefrials for Children

olklore and Storytelling
Administration of Medi.a Programs
Basic Befgre’nce aud B:.bliorgrlphy . |
Acléssi"fication ‘and Cataloging - }‘.
Materials for ¥oung OA"dvjn;l:té .

Y




"y et

. Materials for Hinorit.y Cult.urea ~ ? n e '13;(5'..

,Advanced Reference and Bibli@graphy S e 102

oL - K
Techniques of Curriculum Davelopmenf. T & <
Radio ‘afd-Television in Edusation .~ <o 109"

Med:l.a ReSQarch \ PR

In order to obtain further understardings on variabilities
~within the distribution of items, a range of quax*til'ea waé

=~

establ:a.shed. A range of 197-160, having an extemal vrange of .
37 points,/indicates the upper quantile (Qg) and. thosa 1tems .
apes - - . 2 Lo e
'Audigvisual Vedia - . ] - .
Preparati@n of Instructional Haterials e |
O‘Materials for Children |
Folklore and Storytelling o 1 o

Admin:.stration of Media Programs

© The rz%nge of the 1@%51« quartile (Ql) indicatea t.he f@llowing

1tgm.; ranged. m seores’ from 89-37, or 53 points.‘ It.éms 1ocated

in thia quartile are? | , L :
T Informati@n Science | a
S 'Government /{;nblications v o a "
Library Materiala in the Humanities L

Intellectual Freedom and Densorshi.p

' "Hif*téry of Books. and Printing .

dcmunicatmn Theo:ries T .

R

Educat.i@nal Statisties

a

The range of the middle quartile (Qg) denotes a vamability o

x

11

!




in scores of 62 points (153-91). . These Atens lre-_
| CIasaification and Catalaging ‘

Materials for Young Adults . . Q . }

- Materials for Hin@rity Gultures

[y

Techuiques of Gurr.tcul evelopment s e ‘

Radio and Television An Education . R ' L ' .
Msdin (Educatmnal) Research o '. ' F N o \
Advanced Referen@e an@ Bibli@graphy ‘ o o .

Igstmcm@nal Systems ~' :

Q-ub--nou-------
3

> ’/ ki - -
/ . TABEVAPPROXMTELYHERE S L .

-Q--—q------------ . . [
-

¢, B i St . .
s ) . s .o

Tab‘le v presontg, 1§y ctate, a per cent to total of responses
for each conrae itetts . Fgr ‘!mstance, 197 responses wex;p dir- v '
ected toulrd the audiovisual cburae :Ltem. This same item re-

. ceiVed 8% of the total of all stores. ‘Tabla \'i also: presents e
a aummary of inf@rmatibn on how SMSs,‘. within a otate, per= -~
_v',ceived the relat.ive importance of oach item in relation to ,

all o'oher 1tems. For exlmple, SMSa mplcyodom.thin the State ¢ o
- of Florlda® gave more weight. tq ccurse :Ltems as Audioviaual |

_\Medin, Preparation of Inst.ructional Haterials md I.iterature
The least:

b 35} chudren' the methods and technique ceurses.

: omphasi.s waa placed on items that 1provide t.heoretical and

| hiatcrical constructs. (I.e., Communicati@n\ Thecries, HiBtOle

-

] o
. of Books and Prin’ain? and Intellectual Freedom and Censorship) "

. The fin'dinéa of the stucjz | L L e

An analysis @f the data indicates there is little

aifferences 1.m the scores arﬂanr’ secondary SMSs employed in the.

L.

o Cye T

s

e e e s Seeion gt o s g A e T sttt

e
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-

larger. metropolttan areaa (rangee 1-3) as compared to. the
ecoree of SMSs serving smaller areas (ranpee h-6). A w.tder

' variation of scoree is presented among elementary SMSe by

oy
. . - o

y ra.nges. o ‘ -

L}

As the audiovieual media 1tem received the highest score

P

and displays the higheet agreement among SMSe: it presente
"{he 1east variability in 1ts scoree. A course directed toward
i.nformation seie’hce 1ndicated the ".I.eaet agreement w:!.th the

°* Y . o oo

gre’atest variability 111 1ts score. W e
. The 6 items that present the ’].east variabilit& oi‘ scores

’

by SMS' Hi‘bhm all:\s{;ates are: .-

v - . @

.,;\; Audioﬂsuall{edia ERE I

»'

. 08 S Preparaﬁion of’ Inetructionel Materials o R

o Literatnre and Related Materiale for Children

&

Bafic Reference Mater:.ale ST o
S Materlale for Young Adulte o
T Government Publicat‘ione £ o . -

The itens that, present the- greatest variability of scoresPare: .

< Information Science B B
History of Booke and Pri.nting { .

A | e Statistics SR
s <y R ) ' : )
. E L Intelledtual j‘reedom R v, "
= : . Instructlonal Systeme o
) B + - o . v = .
v o x 'A Library ktern.ale in the Humanities . '
o 8y

S In order to- determine i.f F relationship exiets between the
. ‘t . i

: L. cperceived eurr:.cular nee&e oi‘ SMSe and the respectn,ve state's

-5 requirements for school media certzficat:.on, the ravw scoree




. under oach of the state'a certiﬂcatfon roquiremonto. Tho per= - |

oo centage of diroct relat.:lonship fonohs:

“a
P ¥

%

- '-:’00 - 19% negligible or 1ow fel need

[ =2

.

presented on TABIE II wero used +o rank itom by higheat scorop,
by atata, aud then compare ‘thesb priorfty 1tems to those listed

¢

©

| Alabama 68% ,
L Flortas mH . - ;

© Géorgts 88 . T

) .Mississippﬁl%’ o ;  -' - g

= -

Pt —Tennessoe % . - )
Arbitrary ranges wero ostnblishes for ranking ttemo. 'l‘he . B
ranges were based on the number or ‘points allocatod aach :I.temA '
by SMSs according to divisions (see :I'ABIE III). The raw scores,
by div:loiona .';md by :Ltomg, were converted to percent.a#oa. The
tollowing Izists percentage ranges ,and éescrn.ptioua of rangeﬁ" o '_ A 1 ' .
e 70,5 100% high to very"ﬁigb percelved need - -

ho% 69% avera:re to faiﬂy high perceived need

| Tho' following categorioo composo a 1isting of ranges by

o, '

divisions and by items: T B ~f;"

ELEMENTARY DIVISION . A
' Percentage -

70% = 100% zange ¢ . o _score
Audi.ovisual Media ' : 1008
... Preparation of Instructional Materials 928 .
‘Hiterature and Related Materials for Chi.ldren : -91%
" Folklore and Storytelling 8L% .
Admini:stration oand Evaluat:.on of ‘Media Programs 808
. . x ,,

I3 , ' « s

.

' EQ% 39% opresent need but perceived low . ) o e

k2




- .- Advanced Reference Materials

o Information Science

LOf -6k range

Literaturs and Related Materials for Minoritles

Classification.and Cataloging A - |
Ba sic Beference Materisls .~ - . '
Techniques of Curriculum Desvelopment o

14

Iitersture and Related Materisls for Young Adults .

~ Library Materials in the Humanitles

Radio and Television in Education :

Information Science -

. TInstructional Systems ™ - - . .

. 208 = 395 rengs S
' ﬁtellectﬁal }:F'reedom and Censorship

Media (Bdusational) Research

Adysnced Reférence
Government. Publicatlons

Hi.s‘gory of Books and Printing T

.+ Technology and Com\gpicat;!.on Theories
00 _ = 19%trange B .
Sigtistica'  ‘ S

SECONDARY DIVISION |

708 160% rl’ng‘

Audiovisual Media -

Media (Biucational) Reseerch . = :
ILiteratuhe and Related Matérials for Young Adults
.Preparation of Instrqctionul"ﬂatgriala B
Folklore and Stprytelling' . )
Administration and Evaluation of Media Programs

>

Basic Reference Materials =~ . - .,
Government Publications C .
TAterature and Related Moterials for Children

 LO% - 69% rangs

) I)itera_turé;and Related Materisls for the Minorities

Redio and Television in Education
Techniques of Curriculum Develbpmenf c
Instructional Systems o

History of Books and Printing .
Intellectual Freedom and Censorship

. Library Materials in the Humanities

Technolozy and Communication Theories - .
Stettstics - - .

100%
91%
91%
90%

.90%
. 864

g

- 70%

0%

o3

o




- 20% = 39% range . .

Classification and,c‘atalo'ging o e 3%
00 -1t refige . e
T e %?l! o - ST

. * :
§ . X,

Quastiomuirea contnining 21 course titles (uzemg)z.and de~ '
4

scr!.pt‘iona were sent to 495 school media speciulista (S!Ba): N ‘
197 were rotumd that wcrc satisfactorily completed and used '

in thi.a atudy. The sub;}ects, all 1nservice achool ‘media per-

annnél, wers employud in achool sysiems within the aoutheastern '

United States. : L : e j .

Objective asmpling techniques were uaed for selectinz samplaa .
within the larger population. A atratified sampling proccinro )
was used o aelect the school districts (a:!.tes) and the aamples
of population were obtained through 2 sye tematic samplitig pro=-

.cedure by aalect:l.nz every "Sth element from the populatiou to be

7

studied - . :
Sizty sites were aalected and contact d. Twonty-nine wera |
used in tho final analysis. The sites aIpeared to be representé
-‘ uti.ve of the goographical araa and the tprget population.
AS" the questionnaires were received, Lhe responsaa from the
SHMSs were divided into mutually exclusiyls subpopulations (by

'atate, region within a atate, census ranges, and elementary _ J
-, .4 $ . e

and secondary divisions)..

After the data was colleqted and checﬁ(ed for completenass and .

. acuuracy, 1t was prepared “for. analysis. i An analysis of. the data J




o / e 7 <. o
mdicated: . ) o . .
- Twanty-ono items w rL loet 'frequently 1ieted s, . o o

nu;)or offerings by ! chool media-education P ograus. _‘ s

5 courses in th_e upper "’ qxjyd.'le end 8 -eact :Ln the i -
middle and lover q’narti‘.!. s, Thirteen of, '

- 'rece'ived scores of 100 or above, The 5 items receiving
o the hixheet of ecires were: ) - o | |
e ludievieual edla - . | ) - .
Preparation of Instrnetienel Materiele

o llateriala for Children . e -
3 Folklore al;;d Storytallina o S

. .
"~ - » ;,“

Administration of Hedie Programa

.Item ‘that recdived t.he lower scores were: o | T
- Hateriale_k th{ﬂmuanitiee o . L -. i
Hietory oi'Bo‘ ks and Printing

- Intellectual» Freedom and Censorship

comnnni.cation Theoriee

Stattsties - » e
) * (lm analysis on the ranking of 111 :l.teue 1ndicates a high | -
greement between the perceptione of i!enentary end eepondary
SHS& The data :turther reveals ‘that secondary division Stﬁs

expreesed, as more i.mpprtant, J larger mmber of coureee

than did those 1n “the elementary divieion. In the "“high
to very high perceived need“ range, elementary SMSs ecored'the'
| same,§ items 1n the upper quartile, Within the secondary
division, SMSs indicated a need for the{eame 1.teme and ex-
l tended ;hi_e ranze to inqlude L addi.tionals‘ Medi;: Research,

. .
.. . . &7 .
SR IR
. - - -
L
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‘!ateriaZg for Yourg Adults, hdvanced Reference and Biblio=
"raphy and Government Pubhcations. . .

'*;... % There ;La a closer agreoment., between elementary and secondary o
d:.visien SMSs, on items considered more important. A lesser
'agreement on those items perceived as not as important. '

A relationship appeara to exist between the perceptiona of
' SMSs as to the mpartanee of sp?‘cific eouree items and cert- '

if;eation requirements as out],ﬂ.ned by the reepeetlve etate

™
3] .
o | . ’

departmeute of education. 'Q/

i ! X )

In order that the data be brought i.nﬁo a more precise summation, -

a systen for clnasi.fying the iteme is pres nted. The 5 major ‘funce-
tioning categories, as described by Orderinde s seems to have

ezgni.ficanee for thi"sl study; Ordermde points to 5 ma;)or cate~ | o :

ga*ies of funct:n.oning for SiSs. They are' ‘ v) ~ ' :

w ’ ) hd

I, Selectmn end evaluating resources

ana sources S (O T e
I, M gi.ng resourc L A .. ) . g":i?\ ,
S I, Desigm.nn and producing resources |\ v /-
s ‘ :
'ﬁ\.\(?rgamzing resources . . (

. Va P’.lanning and implementing instruction

o . /

.« A divi.eion of the 21 items as classified under these 5 -areas

fnnctioning denotes ‘the followl.ng clusters of itemss '

I. Selecting and evaluating resources o | ' ;o
(N =8or 38% of all 1tems) - - S
Materials for Ghildren e .

‘ Materfals for Young Adults

O

e i‘«

Maﬁerials for M:.no;ity C'ulturea
L : v :ff",;

Py LB } : Ha jerials i‘or the Humanities |
i “’H\ ol ' o . ) ) : . i

\ - . - Inteiiectual Freedom and Censorehip

Bt




N Government Publications ’

F'olkloré‘ \and Storytelling

¥

H:I.story of Booka and Printing '

“ II. Hanaging resourceaz -
1“ = 5 Br. 2 24% of all items) -
S Adninistration of Medis Programs
o < \‘ - Ipstructi__oml Syetens

.;,".

' . \ ‘~ ,;nfpmatioq Sciepge
' - Hed‘ia’v ‘Research

L4

L . o v .
Sf,atiat.ics B .
III. Desi.gning and producing resourcea:

(N 3 or lh% of all :I.te_ms)
Aud:lovisual Hedia

Preparation of Instructional Materiale

Radio and 'I‘elevision i.n Education
IV. Organizing materials:

(N 3 or 1% of. all items)

»

01assification and Cataloging

<

N
Re!erence and Bibltg\graphy

. Vo
- Advanced Re:j[ence an\{ ?ibliography \
| V. Planning and plementi.n instructionz ‘

(N =2 or 107% of a1l 1tems)

~

Techniques of Curricuitiﬁi Development

. Communication Theories

¥ rounded off ‘ i

15
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electi.ng ond cnluoting resources eeene to be the area.
* most, graduate levcl ‘courses are diroctod (381)- This cate- |
ry received 391 of the total responses from SMSS. Hanag;ng

gou rees eneonpnced 2h% or the graduate offcringa and drew

" 19% ‘of the toul SMBs? reeponsce. Both designing and pro=
ducing resources and’ Urganizi _imateriels Shared the third

poe:ltion, Bach received lh% of 81l course offeringa. De-

, ig_t_l and groduétion received 195 of the totel responses

3

whi.le organizing materials had 16% of the. Slﬁa' scorca.

) The category, zlanning and_implementing instruction re- '

presents 105 of curriculsr oﬁ'erings and rcce:t.ved 7% of

4

the response retings. . .

K
Q.

1

Orzlnizing mai;eriale and planning and Mphnentgg instruc- -

tion categories raveal @ lower priority of course offeringeav :

as indicated in the ctcg of AI.A accredited cchool

\media rogrom 115t1nge. Also, SMSs! responses discloaed a

: LY

o l9>§ Almanacu reveals there -qre 7,995 elementaﬂy and

. secondary public achools in /the defmed 5-state area. ‘The
»respnnding SMS@ wers. employed in 197 of these schools. Al-

though objectiw\re and stratified sampl:lng techniques seemed

‘_ to obtlin reepon es from the representative segments of the

- population; the 1imited number of ‘actual respondents could

‘ \‘ %
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S
1eesen the precision ror determining SlBe pereeptione thet

8 larger eample ‘of the ssme popnletion. -

'rhe titles and subsequent descriptions of eoureee '1ieted"

on the queetionneiree ney not have }\reeented ghe most con-é

pleto inf'omtion to. 111 respondents| 50 eacb responding SMS
night fully understand the course dtems! intent and content. |
For inetanoe, a school media epeoialists mo had 1itt1e i'orm-' '
" alized training or vho had not been fullg appraised of the
inportance of high epeed technolozy, Loy 2-wey cable tale~
vieion, computerized retrievol systeme ’ information networks,
dial eeceee, for processing end delivering information poss=
ibly would not underetand the purposee, ecope or raieon d"étre
for such e course. This limitation ‘could have applicability
tor many ef the other course items that might not be ee fan-
’ iliar +to SHSe 88 tﬁe more traditional coursess |
Although an effort was made to list the coureeo that are ’
offered nithin the 20 eelected graduate-lovel progreme, there
possibly could be othor couroes that the reopondente would -
judgew juet te importent or more: appropriate then oome of the

21 1ieted on the questionnaire, For inatance, coursee on

grehpic design, etill and motion plcture photography, com-
-~ ,
“ puter utilization and media for handicapped learners might

have received scoreo indicating ﬁﬁgher prioritieo than eome

of thoee iteme 1isted for. tnis utudy..
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Conclusions and rocomendations , : : .

It would seenm th-t l valid curriculun for g teacher-educator

a p‘rogrlm in the ama or achool uedia should now be suggested.

'Thia was not one of the purposes of. thia atudy. Alae, there

" will be no attempt to explain sny underlying phenomens that

‘%ould have influenced the scorea of the responaing SMSs, A
o

peview of external influencaa affecting the percaptions of

E¥Ss indicates there are tuo many intervening variables dthab

}: could make enc\l an etfort intermittment and\cap&icious. How-
_ever, wi.thin this sedtion of the. repor(b, there isian ttempt
' towar/ pouiting some constructs which n:l.ght

considc red
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curriculh .

'rhe datﬂ uss orgunized, ranked, ordered, cluamred

presanted. Tha conclusions and recomnendatious posit
'will only be extenaions and expansinns on the content of this

utudy. conclusiona and recommendations will also reflec‘

' ~ other trendo ‘and i.mplications as expreaaed in the aurrent

7

Vli.terature and by other ‘research afforta.g % i—« .
It appeara that. secondery division EMSs perc -Lved more

' course items neceasary for their day to day professional

1nvolvamnt ‘than did the alementary—orzented SMSs. Secnq-

dary SMSs indicated more coutses in the "high to véry high X

v

o ag

| here "

I2=3




‘penceiwe& need" ' range while ele-entery'SMSe preeented a
narrower gelection. - It appeere that seeondany divieien

euse perceived s need to deliver a wider variety of medie

prdgreﬁe and aettvities than did those tn the elementagy R

¢

- divieiona -, F
The dota also pointe to a proposition thnt plannere and .
developere;reepqnsible for implementing a series of prefeee-

1onal ‘staff development activities sh@uld erganize ‘their
-presentatien around themee emphesining selecting, mnnaging’.
: -‘produetng, and evg};;iinz media: re%@urees. L

This. sugeests that teacher-edneatere, eeponaible for

,planning and developing gnaduate level pregrems, eheuld Ce

maintatn and strengthen theee couraee and encoursge pre="
eervice and. inservice students to enroll 1n them as priority
electivee. The scores of the SMSe seem to indicate that
greduate 1eve1 courses and staff development seseione de- :

' signed eround themes . as management .of resources, selection

f‘materiuie,,ggeign snd Ereduction of medis, and eval-,

uation of the centerfe programs and activities . should v

| aua» poeeibly - .would be mcst appropriate and
| reepond to the more 1mmediate neede ef specislists ine
volved with the ongoing operatien;l.funetiene of school

‘media centere. | .

IS

+

A euggestion, or rather a caution :hould be. extended

. ‘st this point: that is, a balance between theory and practiee

.‘must be mnintained. Skills and competencies develeped areund

q

~ 3
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tht more praglatie aspecta of the school media specislization o
- are neceuaany; but an exclusive emphlais on those things mest

comodious is indefensible. 3 T -

. The profbasional madia apecialiats must be qqnipped to cope”
;'_{ ':;with new ideas, emorging trenda, developing concepts, chnnging
"lf . ieducationnl philoa phies, and inncvative instructiopal practices.

| The theoretical mtat nafbe denegrated by the aubstantiv;?§

The developnanb o theoretical constructs diregted toward

the areas of media managemant and utilization are most impor-

_tent, - Thess constructs are necessary for providing SMSe

with the conceptual and ideological framawork for adjusting
;‘ and adapting their ongoing media programs and systems as

socletal insnea and trends alter the educational ‘environment,

It is, therfore, %Sperhtive that plannersnof teacher=
educator ptograms 1ink practice with theory and demonstrater
'how theony can be interwoven into the instrucﬁioébl milieu
for providing more maaningful snd effectiva media‘deliveries. ..

Courae items like Intellectual Freedon, Informntion Science,'

and comnunicntion Theories provide egsential input for

. etrengthening and broadaning the profbasional performance
qnnlities of the school medis specialist. Presantltions dir-
ected toward the media sPecialization should be so or'ganized |

" that theory will haVe applicability with practice. The
prqsentational focus mst not bo on:. eaoteric and abstract
‘platitudes and constructs, excluaively, but on 1mpsuving A
lnd poasibay nnaloriating gsome needs and problem situations.

onfronting prlcticing aohool media specialists.

24 ' | " B
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There ulao seens to be implicatigns for a’ con’c-ﬂ.nuing effort
toward recvaluatinz and amlyzing the appropriateness of - akilla
and competeneiae incorporated in the content of graduate level'
courles. D‘eciaion-lgtfﬂra R reapo,usible for planninz and di.r- ’ |
‘ ecting profoaaiopal educatign prggrams must. continue to exam-
ine thair cur:;ic,ular o\ifferinga. There 18 an meliaat.ion that
v conrigs dirg’éted tma‘ard speciﬂ.s divist@ns---alementary or ° l

eecondary-a--might require further atudy and qnalysis. Fm'
it appe#‘ra that secondary” divisi@n E%‘s perceived

4 for a Media for Childm/n course: |a course t\ot . T

oftem required of potential SMSB seekinp certificgtion *’

:bhe secc dary di.v:l.aion. , . Vo
| Althcfugh datl gatherad in this atudy indicetes that 5\45 {f
in both [divisions perceived Audi} sual Medis, Pregarat.i@n |

‘of _Instﬁctional Haterials, Literature ‘ond Heslated Materials ‘
for Chil 1dren, Folklore- and Stog@enmg, and Administration

,lnc’l Evaluation of Medis Frograms course items as "hig:g(

.~ very highess®; 1t was alao indicated that se ondary S

: i.ndicated am additional 5 couraes as essent 1’ in order to )

vy
o

meet; the specific learning characteristics

‘and instruc- \, S )

" tional demands of their high school constit nts. - \
Increaeed emphasis on the individualizat on of instruc& \ :

tion conveya a need i‘or expanded services di ected toward

dealing with the deaipn and production oi’ medis poin'o out a

i

need fo:;ys to develop skills and techpiques for the den
' sign and subsequent, c,onst,ruction of instruct ona'.l,.._,mater:lals. ,




lff. - . '. . . [ -Q_v > . '
”_\ Practicing schoél medis specialists indicated a”need to bmaden ,

their cbmpetencies and awarenesses for assisting teachcrs,

cther 1.netructional persermel, and 1earners to dosign and

i

e‘@nstruct mesningful materiale. S . 2
The courses perceived ae nore important, by SMSe and by

: etatea, seém %o correepcnd with 'bhe preecribed certvificaﬁicn -
, requiremente lieted by ea Jh ef the reepec’cive etate depart- o

ménta of education, ‘divisions cf certificacien. Z/ relati@n-

ehip qeeme %o exist- bet', en how Slﬁe perceive ¢ ) icular .
needs and the state sgency's requiremente Por certificatien.%; '
‘rhie relationship hac many implicaticns. Pollowq.ng are ai,
sugaeeted feowr . . | | )
* The 1dentiried skille and competencies needed

-to mnage ongcing achool media programs and
| _activi.ties have been 1dentified by both state’
o cfficiale and practicing S¥Ss. |
Certificetion rg uirement.s resilted frcip aretu.e- o
’ v:'“ulatad efforts o . both pract,icing SHSs and state's
_ department cfficials.
% School media epecialists are- inﬂuenced in their
Judgme ts bg the certification requirements of ~- ]
- their respcctive states. ' S o
The 1mp11cations, ae notéd above, are only hypothetg.cal.
It is uoaested that a moi'e definitive B'budy be’ conducted e
on how a state's certiﬂcatton requirenents might~have a e:!.gn-
if:lcant mpact tihat ‘might subsequently affect “the percept- )

ions of practicing school media @alists. )
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in this area might

Further@research and inveetigatione

&
) !

vrevea“l more eubetantial and vaﬁdated conclusions.

B Thet‘e segme to be a closer relation between the curri.cula

b otferings of graduate level med'la programs end the perceived ,

iuet;ucfional neede o>£ SMSs. X With one exception-f-the T
nagiug media remwee?\)tegory»-—the number of cguree o

',lteme offered within each or the 5 runctional area cetegories

9 /’* '

72 S}B}. ‘Iﬁ, 1e sugaested thet greduate-leyel media programs
erfeouf-age p’reservice and inservice partiéi.panbe to opt to-

o8 wa“rd en edditi.onal course or two inithe area of“ media deeign

and spr;oduction. Gourses that would saen to hold some in- ‘

terésﬁ for SMSe might. 1nc1ude. ,.

-x- Advanced Materials and Production v :' {.J' e

. -x- Graphic Desi.an , »
e St411 and Motion P:I.cture Photogtaphy I

R4

As @ finul note, déeision mekers\ end planners or medi.a- :
. eudoation programe must teke a cloaer Yook - at theiracurr-
:lcu}ar ofterings te ascertain thef. they remein responsive ;
to the changing needs and requirements of the schoo]. media R
speciali:ation. An anaiysis of the dat“a ranks the oate B
4 gory -_‘lennin . and im lementin instruction :Lnnthe lest
: poeiti.on. Thie hee se;g.ous connotations. ‘The SMS can no
lonner remain an’ acquisiti.oner....a loitor....a cireglator -

}.‘ofz information. The contemporary role f the SMS requires

e®
e,




Planner, an implementor, and an ex"raluatorof: instrnctionol.
.reeourcee and activities that euppoziz'\ali ieveis of instruce
tion.,"'-. o |

| No %I.ongé} nust SMSe be lllowed to be so l:l.mited in. train-
g g that they muld ehut the door of proi‘eeeional involvement . va
zzg/emélude the. onteide world. The role of the SMS ie quite |
different fron the experiences afid fgnctione of many tradit-
) ional echool library and audiovieual functione of the past, ’ |
.. The mec"\io epecieliet is a designer and- producer of materialss
. a ‘developer and validator of media, This epecialiet is re-
e sponeible for the organization and retrieval of reeourcee-

' 'a receiver, aecoder and transmitter of information.

In a dynanic arld proactive educational situation, the

-m‘edia epeeielist is the coordinator of an instructiona’l

.team effort; orchestrating a cooperative team approzch
“ '-toward the solving of instructional probleme. School medie
".._'specielists must understand the process for educational |

» change and implement it, where a\d when necessary. This .
" 1is the holistio nature_of the school media specialiet. N
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. _ APPENDIX L |

- |

o . » o
v QUESTIONNAIRE ON EDUCKEIONAL‘NEEES OF%SCHOOL”LIBRARIANS
: i

4

[

7 AUDIO VISUAI. MEDIA. Production in visual and audio resqurce design. ‘Technique
. in the utilization of verbal and nonverbal media.{

BASIC REFERENCE MATERIALS ‘AND BIBLIOGRAPHY. Emphasizes selectin‘g, evaluating,
utilizing; applying principles, skills and servic}: related to media centers.
CLASSIFICATION AND CATALOGING. Basic.skills for indexing, analyzing, organiz:mg,
synthesizing, storing and disseminating library materials. .

'LITERATURE AND RELATED MATERIALS FOR CHILDREN. Evaluating, assessing, uti-

lizing materials to meet the needs of children.

'LITERATURE AND RELATED MATERIALS FOR YOUNG ADIZJI.‘J‘.'SJ Evalu’ating, assessing, uti-'-

" 1izing materials to meet the needs of young adults. .

ADVANCED REFERENCE MATERIALS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY. Select:.ng, evaluating, .ntilizing

gkills and services related to feference sources.|

/ 'I‘ECHNOI.OGY AND COMMUNICATION THEORIES. Principles and theories for increasing
man's communication systems.

INFORMATION SCIENCES AND AUTOMATION.@ Processing, recording. classifying, storing,

retrieving of information. . . .

INSTRUCTIONAL SYSTEM AND DESIGN. Plans, organizes ’ allocates '3 and utiliZes

instructional resources. - , ‘

MEDIA RESEARCH. The role of research in media, delecting, scheduling, evaluating,

gathering and analyzing datd? application and utilization.

' ADMINISTRATION AND EVALUATION OF MEDIA PROGRAMS. | Administering and maintaining

_programs and services for young people in elementary and secondary schools.

LITERATURE AND RELATED MATERIALS OF MINORITY CULTURES. An intensive, review of

minority cultures in the USA (Indian, Black, Oriental, Latin, etc.) :

RADIO AND TELEVISION IN EDUCATION.  Gives a broad view of . the field of broad-

casting. Utilization and evaluation of instructional television and radio. :

PREPARATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS. Multi-media resource design integrating e

varied visual and audio production_ toward instructional objectives.

- EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS. The meaning and ‘importance of statistics as a scienti-

fic tool in educational investigation and intérpretation. . .

' TECHNIQUES OF CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT., Principles of selection, organ:.zation
and presentation of learning and role of tedcher-pupil planning. '

- INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM AND CENSORSHIP. Concept of intellectual freedom and the

restraints which societies have imposed on this freedom. .
FOLKLORE AND STORYTELLING. An analysis and evaluation of Folk Literature and
Epic Tales of warious peoples as & revelation of their cultures.
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. Suxvey of the publishing activ:.t:.es ‘and publications
of national, state, and local government.

' LIBRARY MATERIALS IN THE HUMANITIES. Library resources in the humanities

_ including major works, serial publications and reference and ‘bibliography. :

"HISTORY OF BOOKS AND PRINTING. Origin, history, ang techniques of graphic communi-
cation from antiquity to present.

O

I am’ employed within an -elementary L_/— or secondaxy L7 fapro'gram.

v'rhank you for your time and interest. ‘Please place this form in the self~
addressed stamped envelope and return at your very earliest convenience. _

a

- *



e TABLE L

o .,

. Number oE.QueStionndires Mailed and Returned bnyMSs‘by Mgtfopqlitén Areas

‘Ranges of population' C ‘Number:of . Number of, vv‘ : Per'cent

by metropolitan , . questionnaires competed - . to total
area ranges mailed _questionnaires ' - of .
e “ o returned and . . questionnaires

‘ usable o returned

T

. S . | . .. . - Q
(1y . .+ 200,000 ‘ % 83 49 e 60%
(2)199,999 - 100,000 - 69 | 2% . . 36%
(3) 99,999~ 75,000 _ 93 : 37 Y % ¥
(4) 74,999 - 50,000 1 96 . 03 . ‘ . 40%
(5) 49,999 - 25,000 - . 89 > 25 o 32%
(6) 24,999 -~ 1,000. 65 - : 23 " Total (%)_39%
S . N = 495 N=197 returned. 407

N e
I




: TABLE 'i'i'l

-

TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONSES -~= RAW SCORES BY STATE =

<1

»

o

GEORGIA

ATABAMA

COURSE TITLE FLORIDA TENNESSEE MISSISSIPPI TOTAL
1.) Audio-Visual Medid 39 40 36 40 42 197 |
2.) Preparation of In-+ . : N
structional Mate=- , L S

rdials © = ~| 36 38 27 .. 39 39 174
3.) Literature and ‘ ' : i
Related Materials , ' _ : f
- for Children 32 40 33 ' 29 37 171
"'4.) Polklore and . . » ,
Storytelling 28 - "48 34 - 27 42 169 |
5.) Administration ' o ‘ )
! -and Evaluation of ¥ : W : f
Media Prograns 33 18 31 36 42 160
6.) Basic Reference ' : . |
" Materials and Bi- o ' ‘ T |
~ bliography 31 - 27 - 26. 35 . 34 . 153
7.) Classtfication and ‘ ‘ \\ﬁ C ‘ |
~ Cataloguing ' 29 .16 27 ., 38 33 143
8,) Literature and Res| ' ‘ '
. lated 'Materials . ' . . ]
. for Young Adults .29 26 24 26 .31 136 |
-9,) Literature and . . f
Related Materials | | - . g
' for Minority Cul- , ' {
© tures = ' 30 15 22 28 35 . 130 |
10.) Techniques of Cur-' ' L ;
: _riculum Develop- ' _ g »
' ment 33 9 20° 28 "/ 29 " 119
'11.) Radio and’ Televi- L : - ' g
sion in Education . 24 15 20 26,/ 26 of 109 4
' 12.) Media Research , 21 16 20. 27y, 23 <) ;107 |
-13.) Advanced Reference} , RS ’ S )
| Materials and Bib-] | R ;
- diography 14 30 - 13 R YA . 102
14.) -Instructional Sy- . o o ' .5 : g
stems and Design | 15 6, 20 26 ' 91 3
. 15.) Information Scie-| . 7 T ' : ;
nce ¢ . 1 19 6 16 - 23 . 89
16.) Government Publi— ' . S
o cations A 15 16 17 20 89
17.) Library Materials | ', N\ : ’
. in theihumanities 21 2- - 12 16 89 !
'18.) Intellectual Fre- | .- | ' S o
‘ edom and Gensorsha : . o ‘ : : ' :
~ip .20 2 Lis | 18 18 “ 76
19.) History of Books - S _ : ¢ B
- and Printing 17 . 1 14 e T/ 20 - 66 i
20.) Technology and Co-| - o
mmunication Theo- : 3 : ‘ f
ries - 9 13 - 5 16 13 56
.21, Educational Stati~ o Lo : E . - - é
stics K _ 12 - 2 6 11 37 ;
/. € . g

EKC'OTAL 497 407 L 428 539 607 2478
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TABLE IV

Y - " TOTAL RESPONSES BY STATE, RANK, AND PERCENT
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STATES - . RANK . TOTAL RESPONSES ° PERCENT TO
S o * FOR ALL COURSE ITEMS  TOTAL RESPONSES

' M ' [ . ' . A . ’ e . ‘4 .
ALABAMA N 607 - 24.50

MISSISSIPPI T 539 o
CFLORIDA ' 3, Coar T | 20,06 |
| ] o - |
- TENNESSEE- - | 4 . . 17.27 !
" GEORGIA - - | .5 : 16.42 ;
_ - )
S . T - 100..00 ;
. . o ’ @ . o , p . - - v Lo é
% , , . h“’ ;
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